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9th September 2011
Dear Parents/Carers,

Welcome back to Brookburn ! We hope you’ve all had a wonderful summer holiday. It was wonderful to see so many smiling children this week, despite the inclement weather. Welcome to all our new children and their families, we look forward to you settling into the school community and thoroughly enjoying your time with us. 

News to date
Sadly, Mr Wright, our fantastic site manager injured his knee on the last day of term. I am relieved to say that he did not sustain serious long term injury, however he is temporarily confined to a wheel chair. We would like to wish him a speedy recovery.

In the interim period we have had to make the necessary arrangements to cover his duties, which include securing the building after community use and general site maintenance and all that entails. I am confident we have covered everything but I would ask for your patience if from time to time some areas are not maintained to their usual high standard.
Congratulations to Mr Alderdice who got married over the summer holiday and welcome back from maternity leave to Mrs Norman. 

We have also received confirmation that our school has been successful in gaining the International School Award in recognition for the wide range of global and international work we do. We should be receiving our certificate very soon. My thanks to Mr Alderdice who is our International Co-ordinator, and Community Cohesion Leader.
Can you help?

I have a request from Mrs Williams and Miss Hindson. They are setting up a café role play area in their Year 1 classroom and are in desperate need of a small set of table and chairs to complete the setting. Do you have such items that your children have long grown out of? Would you be kind enough to donate it to school? If you can help Miss Hindson and Mrs Williams in Year 1 would love to hear from you.
Dates for your diary

All the key dates for this academic year have been uploaded to our website www.brookburn.com- under ‘general’ and ‘calendar’. You will also find this year’s term dates there.
Parent consultation week for  Reception - Yr 6 is week beginning 26th September. This will give you the opportunity to discuss how your child has settled into his/her current class and raise any queries you may have.

Dinner money

 This term dinner money  is £87.50 or £12.50 a week, payable at the office on a Monday.
Routine reminders

Access

Firstly, I’d like to congratulate you all on successfully depositing your children in their correct classes this morning

To clarify:

All Foundation Stage children ie Nursery and Reception enter through the Foundation Stage doors at the top of the pedestrian ramp- older siblings can then just walk past the office round into the front yard.

Year 1 children & parents ONLY are to enter through the side gate and in their classroom doors.

Years 2,3,4,5 & 6 are to all enter the building through their respective doors on the front yard via the amphitheatre.
 I would ask that children from year 2 –year 6 be dropped at the entrance and not accompanied into the building. I am keen to balance our open door policy for parents alongside ensuring that children are safe. Teachers and teaching assistants will be available at the entrances to the building at the start and end of the day so that any messages can be passed on. If you are dropping children of different ages in different classes, please drop off older children (Yr2-6) in the front yard for them to enter unescorted. 

At the end of the day, children not collected are to wait in the school office.
The start and end of the school day are the busiest times so can I please ask that small children, prams, buggies and cycles are under your close supervision at all times. 
No dogs in the playground at any time please and please dismount from cycles and scooters to avoid any collisions. The children are NOT permitted to climb the trees, whether under parental supervision or not. We value your support in enforcing this rule so that we can avoid injuries to children and our trees. The children are also NOT permitted to play football immediately before and after school on the playgrounds in order to ensure children and parents dropping off and collecting are safe from flying balls.

Parking
As always, we encourage children to walk or cycle to and from school but there is parking available at the Chorlton Ees car park on Brookburn Road. We have received a number of complaints from local residents whose driveways are regularly blocked by parents/carers dropping off their children. Please can you ensure that you park in the Chorlton Ees car park or in a safe and appropriate place so that our local residents are not inconvenienced. 

BOSH children

Children attending BOSH will be accommodated at the rear of the building in our community room. For parents/carers collecting and dropping children off at BOSH, please access via the cobbled lane at the rear of the school. Parking for BOSH is in the Chorlton Ees car park NOT the staff car park or the rear of the building where delivery vehicles need access. 

PE

PE kit consists of black shorts, a white t shirt and plimsoles, and black track suit bottoms and plain trainers for outdoor play. Football shirts and brand name clothing are not permitted.

May I also take this opportunity to remind all parents/carers that the wearing of jewellery in school is not permitted for health and safety reasons. Children with pierced ears may wear small studs only as these are least likely to catch and cause injury.
For any uniform you may require you can visit our website for the on-line uniform link. You are able to order uniform on line that will be delivered free of charge to your home or work place. www.brookburn.com
I would like to finish by reminding parents that the parent leaflets with further information on your child’s year group will be following shortly. Our start time is 8.50 and doors will be locked at 9 am sharp. Any latecomers are kindly requested to then enter through the main entrance so that we have an accurate record of all people on site. The external gates are all locked at 9.30am and re-opened at 3.15pm daily. As always the health, safety and well being of your children is paramount. 

Yours sincerely

Schelene Ferris

 Headteacher
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